From: "Franklin, Israela" <ifranklin@chclc.org>

To: "Bob Bourbon" <robert.a.bourbon@hotmail.com>

CC: SBastnagel@chclc.org, dcampbell@chclc.org, JGallagher@chclc.org, mreusche@chclc.org, LChapman@chclc.org, susanbadaracco@chclc.org, 

stevenrobbins@chclc.org, AnneEinhorn@chclc.org robertrusso@chclc.org, SharonGiaccio@chclc.org, nancyodowd@chclc.org, kenhartman@chclc.org, marktrentacoste@chclc.org skohn@chclc.org 

Subject: RE: Request for Response to Attached Letter

Date: Wed, 29 Aug 2007 18:09:57 -0400

Dear Mr. Bourbon,

We've taken some time to respond to your letter, as it has been a very busy couple of weeks getting programs and teachers ready for the start of the school year. Please also refer to the attachment that I'm sending over with the data that is referenced in this email.

Thank you for bringing our attention to some of the contents in the blog which you reference, and for the opportunity to correct the misinformation that was posted on the Courier-Post web blog. To begin, the 259 number refers only to students who are in self-contained special education classrooms in the district. It appears the figure came from a district enrollment data report on the state DOE website, which includes mainstreamed special education students in the grade-level counts.

However, mainstreamed special education students, (we in Cherry Hill use the term "included" or "inclusion") do receive special education services. In fact, the majority of special education students in our district receive services in the least restrictive environment, as mandated by IDEA and as outlined in State regulations.

As you can see in the attachment, last year, we had more than 1,600 special education students in our district (not including the several hundred students who received only speech services). The attached document shows the number of special education students by placement and eligibility category since 1998. All of these classified students receive special education services in accordance with their Individualized Education Plans.  As this chart clearly indicates, the number of students receiving special education services is growing, not declining. We will have the 2007 count completed in early December, as per federal requirements, and it is anticipated that the growth pattern is continuing in an upward trend.

As special education enrollments have grown in our district, so has special education spending. More than $23 million-about 14% of the total budget-is earmarked for special education programs and services in 2007-2008, including about $3.1 million for out-of-district tuitions.  By contrast, in 2003-2004, less than 11% of the total budget was allocated for special education. I suspect that the reason there were inaccuracies with regard to information posted on the blog about special education spending, is perhaps due to the fact that special education spending is not "captured" within only one department, but in each building budget, as well as several sections of the various central office budgets. Indeed, the spending is constantly increasing.

I hope you will share this information with SEPTA members to correct the inaccuracies that are now circulating throughout the community. We plan to include the accurate numbers as part of a special education fact sheet, which we will post on the district website. Please let me know if you have additional questions about this data, and I will be glad to provide additional answers.

Sincerely,

Israela Franklin

