Arts in Education
March Zone Report
 
 
The Arts in Education committee had a meeting on Feb. 25th.The meeting was good for those that attended but only five people in attendance , schools represented were:Bret Harte, 2 from Johnson, Woodcrest and me for Rosa and East.   
 
Johnson School budgets $12,000 for assemblies this includes science day that cost over $4,000 and their Author visit.  Johnson school is planning on having Perkins Institute for 12 days as an Artist in Residence Program teach about Folk-lore in music Class to all students also planning school wide assemblies on Folk-lore.  Other Johnson assemblies this year include:
Project Playfit.  Curt Hinson.  302-234-3167.  $1995 for full day at our school teaching playground games, meeting with teachers, and speaking at evening PTA meeting.  Great.; Author Day.  Ted Scheu.  Contact Betsy Polivy 914-683-5354.  $1585 (includes Betsy's fee) for a full day of assemblies and workshops.  Great.; 
Black History performance.  Ssuuna, Eda Ne Kakati (from the Past to the Present).  Young Audiences. 1-866-500-9265  $990 for 2 performances.  Everyone raved about these performances, so it should probably be considered "one of the best."; Second grade Colonial Life program.  Camden County Historical Society.  $450 to visit 5 second grade classes over 3 days.  This is a staple for our curriculum.  Teachers love it.; Kindergarten Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts program.  $300 for 3 sessions.  Very nice introduction to art basics (still life, portrait, and landscape) for this age group, with hands on activities, Marsha 215-235-1518; Science Day:  Bug Lady.  Always great.  Susanne Lypka  856-869-8676. $295 for 2 sessions.; Wetlands Institute Travis Davis brought touch tanks for first and fifth grade programs.  Fantastic.  609-972-1069. $270 for 1st 2 sessions.  $80 for each additional session, plus travel fee. ; Wallaby Tales.  Mammals program for our first graders.  Always great.  Travis 908-328-4470.  $225 for one assembly.; Traveling seeds for our second graders.  Rancocoas Nature Center.  Always great, hands-on, curriculum-based. Susan Buffalino.  609-261-2495.  $375 for 4 sessions.; Gary's Gem Garden.  Some complaints that it was over the second grader’s heads.  Also, there was nothing hands on.  856-795-5077.  $300 for 2 sessions.; Academy of Natural Sciences.   From Bugs to Butterflies for third graders. Great reviews. 215-299-1053.  $550 for full day.; Planetarium for our 3rd graders.  Always great.  John Miller.  Pearl Observatory.  732-424-1845.  $600 for full day.; Mad Science.  Current Events.  Solid program that fits with the curriculum.  800-281-9709 x303.  $520 for full day.; Slim Goodbody.  Musical Health Show for our 4th   and 5th graders.  Mostly good teacher reviews.  One 4th grade teacher complained that it was below their level.  I would think seriously about whether to continue this program considering the price.  $650 for one assembly.   800-962-7546.; Cedar Run water program for 5th graders.  One teacher was enthusiastic about the program.  Another teacher, who was not present, indicated that her children said it was not interesting and not engaging.  856-983-3329- $350 for 3 sessions.  
 
Brett Hart is also working with Perkins to bring in 2 artists for 10 days to create a Mosaic to cover front of building. They raised $4,300 from the recycling program in Cherry Hill and are using that along with a grant they applied for to create a out door classroom.   
 
Woodcrest:  Budgets $3,000 for assemblies and another $2,000 for Author day.  Woodcrest is trying to create a Science day for its school for the first time.  They also have an artist in residence program.  This year they are holding a school wide book swap before the Zone Book Drive, so students from the school have a lot of free summer reading.          
 
One of the questions from the Arts in Education meeting is to find out who get the points for each school recycling?  Who controls how the points are redeemed?  
 
 
The next and final Arts in Education meeting for the year is May 13th at 1:00 in the Cherry Hill Library.  The topic for discussion is a joint author visit for next year.  Some of the ideas for authors include Jan Brett, Mary Pope Osborne, Barbara Park, Eve Bunting, Don and Audrey Wood, Jon Scieszka.  None of these authors have been investigated.  I am asking all chairs to bring suggestions and details (cost of author to visit, transportation cost, hotel stay, minimum number of schools author would like to speak too, number of sessions in a day that the author will speak) to this meeting, so we can pursue an author for April 2010-11. This is a very important project, because of the school budget cuts we (PTA) need to make sure that we get the most for our children for our money if your Arts and Education chair can't attend, please send someone else to represent your school.
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Sherrie L. Cohen 
