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Hello,  

Let me start by saying that I am still honored to be the Zone PTA Budget representative.  I’m honored but I’m scared.  I’m scared that time is running out to rally our community to pass our budget.  I’m scared that our Board of Ed will not be able to overcome its differences.  I’m scared that time is running out to send our legislatures a message that we are not a community to which they can dictate the terms and conditions of our children’s education just to satisfy their own financial mess.  This whole budget process is monstrous and one that I hope the voters will not soon forget.    

Our Board of Education members in February continued to make key decisions and spent lots of time debating and struggling with singular ideas but ultimately agreed to a preliminary budget and to consolidate two 2nd questions into 1.  The singular second question strategy is based on the thinking that more than 1 question will give angry voters a question for which they would vote no.  Since the hope is to get all second questions pass it was decided to present voters with only 1 second question.  I believe this to be a sound strategy.  

This past month, Cindy Trubin invited me to attend 2 key meetings.  She and I made personal appeals to our Legislators both in Trenton and again in Glassboro.  I am grateful to Cindy for allowing me the opportunity to witness our legislatures up close and personal.   
Our first trip was to Trenton for an all day meeting sponsored by the NJ School Board Association.  We were among 143 attendees representing Boards of Ed from throughout the State.  The theme of this meeting was “A Call to Action”.  The morning started with us actually meeting Governor Jon Corzine as he made his way to each and every table greeting every attendee.  I must admit, while I was at a loss for words when I met the Governor, you can all be very proud of Mrs. Trubin.  Cindy, without hesitation, greeted the Governor, asked to trade business cards and graciously implored him to continue to fund ethics training.  Mona Noyes, you would have been proud of Cindy.  It turns out that the Governor, like Mona, admitted that ethics and its training are near and dear to his heart.  I believe the Governor was sincere and well meaning on this occasion and again later in the week when we saw him in Glassboro.  The Governor’s primary message to us this day was “to tell people straight about the numbers”.  Then, “we must get people involved in an effort to solve the State’s School funding problems while providing Property Tax Reform” and finally, “we must build a broad enough consensus so that we can keep folks involved as we go forward”.  
The balance of our morning in Trenton was a series of presentations instructing us on the Art of Lobbying.  The afternoon was to be spent meeting and lobbying our local Legislators and discussing issue of importance for Cherry Hill.  This was an exciting thought, but one that yielded us little satisfaction.  Two of our three Legislators failed to meet with us.  Assemblyman Greenwald didn’t bother to go to Trenton that day and Senator Adler while in Trenton that morning and scheduled to with meet us that afternoon, stood us up!  His office later said that our Sponsors failed to confirm our appointment and of course the Sponsors assured us that they had confirmed.  A real he said/she said issue but very frustrating none the less.  Our afternoon was saved by Assemblywoman Lampitt.  But by her own admission, she has been on the job approximately 54 days and was still learning her way.  The Assemblywoman did indicate that she will cosponsor a bill that if passed will require the State to fund a minimum of 25% of all District’s budgets!  Here’s wishing her the very best of luck and my personal thanks for meeting with us.
Cindy and I also traveled to Glassboro this month.  This trip was for what turned out to be a Town meeting sponsored by the Governor’s Office who invited quite a few South Jersey School Board Members.  The theme of this meeting was “Restructuring New Jersey’s Future” and was attended by hundreds of people.  Here the Governor repeated his message to the standing room only crowd that the State’s School funding would be flat and that we would all share in the pain of balancing this year’s State Budget which is somewhere between 4 to 6 Billion Dollars out of balance.  Once again Senator Adler was not present but Assemblypersons Greenwald and Lampitt were.  Cindy and I had a lengthy and spirited conversation with Assemblyman Greenwald.  We asked him directly for his help in getting the State to reevaluate is funding formula in an effort to get more for Cherry Hill.  He clearly stated that Cherry Hill was entitled to receive more but not likely to get more.  He said that to get more funding would require someone with extraordinary negotiating skills.  In effect, that person would have to convince 41 other Legislators to vote against funding that they are now getting for their constituents but clearly not entitled to receive.  Seems to be an ethical issue that our Legislatures are not brave enough to address!  
The Governor and Assemblyman Greenwald both favor a Constitution Convention in an effort to fix this mess but I’m told Senator Adler does not.  I’ve been told that the Senator prefers a Special Legislative session wherein the same Legislators who created the deficit in the first place would meet to solve it.  Ultimately, we must find the strength to restructure the way we fund education in New Jersey.
“The Primacy of Education” remains our Board’s guiding light.  Last month proved that most of the members have appeared willing and able to compromise in an effort to achieve educational equality throughout the district and provide for a workable budget.  However, there remains some dissention from a couple of our Board members.  Any dissention must soon take a back seat to the whole if we expect to pass this budget.   

The deadline for Voter Registration has been moved to March 28th and the Legislators are considering moving the actual Budget Vote from April 18th to the 25th.  No word on this is yet available.  It’s just another twist in this year’s process.  As such we should hold off on ordering signs and postcards until a final date is known. 
One last thought.  When the mandated cuts are met, we will still have a budget that is growing by millions of dollars.  A budget increase of any size pushes our community 

into decisions that will be very, very hard.  Many feel that our taxes are already too high.  This year’s increase may be seen as yet another increase by anyone not familiar with the Board’s efforts to meet State Law S1701.  It will be up to all of us to dispel this myth and to get our neighbors out to vote yes.  Please remember that the 2001 budget was defeated by only 8 votes.  I have Voter Registration Applications and Absentee Ballot Applications for anyone who needs them.  They are also available on the District’s website.
If you have any questions, you can email me at gabruno@comcast.net or call me at home at 429-4834.   I encourage your thoughts. 

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Bruno, Zone Budget Chair
3-12-06
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