Cherry Hill Zone PTA 

March Budget Report

By: Gregory A. Bruno

4-1-06

Hello,  

I am still quite honored to be the Zone PTA Budget representative as we move thru the 2006 Cherry Hill School District process.
The budget process turned to a much more compromising posture in the last month.  And in the very last meeting of the month the BOE voted to adoption of a new budget and agreed on our second question.  This was done at their monthly meeting at Carusi Middle School on March 28th.  The 2006/2007 Budget will:
· Includes a $1,000,000 NB line  
· Provides a growth contingency fund of $500,000.00
· Will  serve the needs of our 11,687 students, housed in 19 Schools 
· Provides employment for our 1709 dedicated employees and their families.

· Maintains more than 1,700,000 square feet of building space on 354 Acres

· Provides busing for 9,500 students

· It also includes a state initiated second question which includes key elements or ingredients of Cherry Hill School’s excellence.  This question will go before “we the people” on April 18th.
· The combined cost  to the average Cherry Hill homeowner* for both the budget and second question is:
· $ 228.20 per year

· $     4.39 per week

· $     0.63 per day!
· YET – there’s still a possibility of failing??
Perhaps the most important decision of the BOE the month was the restoration of the Middle School Advisory.  Up until the March 28th meeting, the Advisory had been a key element of the Second Question strategy.  The restoration of Advisory to the “Necessary” column was a result of an unsolicited but very well timed Premium discount offered by Blue Cross / Blue Shield.  This amounted to just under $2,000,000.00!! 

One last thought.  While the budget has been pasted and the second question written, rewritten and finally accepted we are still cutting our Full Time Employees by a total of 62 (with 30 or 32 being actual teachers)! ???---( DOC -  what’s the actual teacher #??
It is still incumbent on us to get our neighbors out to vote yes on April 18th.  Absentee Ballot Applications can be used by anyone this year.  With spring break the week prior to our election, Absentee votes may make a difference.  Forms are available on the District’s website.
If you have any questions, you can email me at gabruno@comcast.net or call me at home at 429-4834.   I encourage your thoughts. 

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Bruno, Zone Budget Chair
4-18-06

*average Cherry Hill Home with an assessed value of $140,000
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