Cherry Hill Zone PTA 

February Budget Report

By: Gregory A. Bruno

2-13-07
Hello Everyone,  

9 weeks and counting down to the Budget election scheduled for April 17th, 2007….

Last Wednesday evening, our Board of Ed unveiled the 1st budget draft…it was a shocker.  Please remember that this was a DRAFT document and is subject to many changes.  Plus, my reported numbers may very well be wrong as no supporting docs were made public.  Below I’ve tried to summarize what I understood to have been said.  Keep in mind, this is a draft proposal and nothing has been adopted.  Here are my notes:

· The 1st draft budget lowered the overall budget approximately $137,876.00

· The 1st draft budget shows an average School tax increase of $186.20 due to our split year budgeting (even with the lower budget).

· The 1st draft budget eliminates 79 Full Time Employees
· The 1st draft budget eliminates Elementary level foreign language instruction

· The 1st draft budget would eliminate ½ of the Elementary level Guidance positions which reduces in building elementary Guidance to ½ day per day.

· The 1st draft proposes $1,000,000 towards building maintenance even though the District has identified $100,000,000 in immediate maintenance needs.

· Mention was made of TAG but I’m sorry to say I failed to note specifics

· The 1st draft budget would cut $129,000 from High School athletics.

· It was noted that if the budget increased by $3,000,000 we could save 50.9 of the 79 Full Time employees proposed to be cut.  The Board instructed Administration to add back $1,500,000 and return with another draft.
The Zone Budget Committee is scheduled to meet 5 more times between now and Budget Election Day, April 17th.  We will meet Wednesday 2-14, Tuesday 3-6, Tuesday 3-20, Wednesday 3-28 & Thursday, 4-12.  We met in December and agreed to purchase a list of the District’s registered voters in an effort to recruit new voters.  While picking up the list in Camden, I broke my leg.  This, coupled with a fire at my office has slowed me down.  I’m back up and around and readily available to help any of the few PTA Presidents who still want to recruit a Budget Rep for their specific school.  I’m also available to speak about the budget and/or the process at any PTA meeting.

Thanks for allowing me to once again represent the Cherry Hill Zone Table as your Budget representative.  It’s a privilege for me to be trusted by the Zone group of volunteers.  You can email me at gabruno@comcast.net or call me at home at 429-4834.   I encourage your thoughts. 

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Bruno, Zone Budget Rep
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