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We are 5 weeks from this year’s Budget vote.  Last week, our Board of Education adopted a preliminary budget.  With a preliminary budget ($163,598,456) and the State’s funding commitment known, we are actually ahead of where we were last year at this time.  If the Budget plan stays on track, the final budget should be adopted on Tuesday, March 27th.  You would think all was well….Is it?
The Zone Budget Committee’s focus is now on understanding the preliminary and subsequent final budget and “Getting out the vote” in spite of the fact that once again we, the citizens, must decide what to cut from our great schools.  I don’t know about you, but I am sick of it.  I’m sick of year after year asking our neighbors to either spend more or cut more while other New Jersey districts get a larger percentage of State Aid.  Did you know that North Bergen spends more than $18,000 per pupil and Cherry Hill spends $10,924?  Of course, this comparison is not fair because North Bergen is a poor district.  But they surely don’t spend like they’re poor and the vast majority of their funds come from you via State aid.  Why did we have to lay off valuable Employees last year and now we are faced with another lay off of 16.8 FTE’s?  It really angers me that we’re fighting each other for program and job preservation when we should be fighting Trenton and Washington for proper and fair funding.  We should be rattling the cages of our Legislators in both cities.  But we don’t, we’re all just too nice or too tired.     

Unfortunately the excuse for not getting our fair share is simple, it’s us.  It’s you and it’s me.  It’s our whole community.  It’s everyone who votes for non performing legislators.  Pure and simple, we are allowing a gross disparity in funding to happen.  Year after year we send our Representatives to Trenton and to Washington with no mandate to properly fund our schools.  We reward politicians for non performance.   It’s like thanking them for inadequately funding our children’s needs.  All the while, we fully fund all the State and Federally mandated programs.   

Last week I saw a list of local Districts, all economically similar to Cherry Hill.  Unlike my comparison above, the list was of neighboring Districts very much like us, all GH Districts.  That list showed that the average State Aid to similar local GH Districts is $34,000,000 per District!  Cherry Hill’s aid was just under $15,000,000 (both figures are without transportation).  Imagine for a moment what $19,000,000 would buy;  pencils with lead that wasn’t dried out nor cracking, reams of work paper that could withstand an eraser and perhaps copy paper and copiers for our Teachers & PTA’s to use, how about a pool, a football stadium or even a whole school?  Imagine…  Now ask yourselves, “Why do we have pencils with dried up lead, inferior paper and minimal coping capabilities, no pool and are in need of 2 new schools?”  Why?  Because we are allowing it, perhaps we will come together as a community and demand a stop.

Before our preliminary budget moves into final form, we the citizens of Cherry Hill, have a unique window of opportunity.  This opportunity will last only a few days, but, it may enable us to recover more of the State’s educational dollars!  Please rally your PTA members and non members, your teachers, their aides and all of your neighbors and ask them to remind our elected leaders that this is an election year and that they have a responsibility to our KIDS and to deliver our fair share.  Please visit this link www.cherryhill.k12.nj.us/news/news/detail.cfm?itemid=1675  for a District letter on this topic and the addresses of our State legislators.    If we work together things will change.
Respectfully,

Greg Bruno
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