Character Education Committee
May 2006 Report

 

 

1.    The Zone Committee Chair and Mona Noyes, District CEI Coordinator, met in April with the parent representatives from 11 schools.  We watched the taped presentation given to the district by Charles Haynes in 1999 when Character Ed. was just starting in the district.  After discussion on his presentation, we began going over what each school is presently doing with Character Ed.  Through this discussion we came to the conclusion that committees in each school are doing fine with "extra events and programs" and that many schools are lacking in-class character programs and discussions.  The recommendation from the members present was to have a meeting with the parent reps and the school principals toward the end of the year (since we agreed that many principals are new since the inception of the program).  The meeting would be to give the principals a brief overview of what Character Ed. is and how it can be applied in the classroom setting.

 

2.    The SCOPE committee (Schools and Community Organized for Parent Education) held a presentation on May 4th at the Library.  Dr. Harold Koplewicz lead the discussion on the topic of Moody Teens and Depression.  The turnout was great - about 160 people.  We appreciate all your help in getting out the word about these presentations.

 

3.  SCOPE also wants to remind PTA presidents and treasurers to include money in your budgets over the summer to be paid toward Zone Character Education.  The amount will be increased to $175 next year to help with the cost of speakers that the SCOPE committee is organizing for the PTAs and the district.

 

4.    SCOPE is currently working to secure Dr. Anthony Wolf, author of many NY Times best selling parenting books to speak to parents of elementary school children in the fall.  Specific dates and times will be announced soon.  Also, with the popularity of the Making Healthy Connections series we held over the winter, we plan to organize another such event for next winter/spring.

 

Thank you all for your help and support.

 

Gayle Sardone

