Zone PTA Meeting Minutes 1-13-09

Lynette Howard called the meeting to order at 9:40 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Attendance is on file.

Minutes of December 2008 stand as read.

Correspondence read by Lynne Bruno, 1 thank you note.

Treasurer’s Report by Gayle Sardone Spent 11,600 over Thanksgiving and Winter significantly over budget.  Please make any private donations; Gayle has received some private donations but we are way over budget.  Please ask for donations by PTA room parents for Teacher Appreciation Week and year end gifts.

Try to work together PTA and Zone and Principal/Nurse so that families with 1 child can get supplemental help from the school PTA.  We will speak to Sandy Kowal (Head District Nurse) when she visits today.

Gayle Sardone will put together a list of how many students from each school were helped and then the school nurses, and the PTA’s will work out a new requirement list and perhaps a new way to help more families without going over budget.

We will put out a blurb on the e-news to showcase what Zone did for our families over the holidays.

Exec VP Report by Trish Maraski

1. Holiday Social for Administration - set up in back half of Board room to mingle with Principals, Administration to help us get to know them better and they get to know us better.   It was last minute and the PTA showing was light.  We have to be taken seriously and in order to do that we have to take our selves seriously.  The President should have people to help them out and show up.  Administration was here and it was a nice turnout and nice time. 

GUEST Sandy Kowal:  Addressing issues of MRSA, Gardical vaccinations &, Head lice.


MRSA:  Have had only 1 case this year isolated and treated and child is fine.  The district always report to Board of Health.  It is parent responsibility to let school know that student has MRSA.  Culture of MRSA initial response 24-48 hours and full report 48-72 hours.  Biggest key to preventing MRSA is hand washing.  Dr. Jackie Carey is the medical director for Cherry Hill School District.


GARDICAL vaccination:   Females between 9 and 26 are recommended to get this vaccination against HPV which will help protect against ovarian cancer.  


LICE:  They only notify the classroom and their parents but not the entire school. If Zone feels it is needed for some important reason they can discuss it with the nurse and perhaps make the notification school wide.  Mostly in Elementary school however, High School and Middle School have some cases but not as much.  Head lice are not reportable to the Board of Health it is just an annoyance and very difficult to eliminate.  Entire class is checked and then all siblings are checked even if in other schools.

Does district deal w/ preparedness and readiness for disaster…epidemic of flu’s etc.   Educating of parents Ms. Kowal has not heard of this.  The medical director could do a brief presentation.  If there is an absentee rate of 15% of population nurses have to call Ms. Kowal and she has to notify both the Superintendent and the Health Department.  Ms. Kowal reports to Dr. Franklin


SUNSHINE FUND:   Some nurses felt uncomfortable picking and choosing who to help etc.  If nurse is having difficulty she can ask for help from other nurses.

Nurses do know and guidance counselors also hear lots of things so nurses could discuss w/ guidance.

Contact guidance, student activities coordinator, student advocates and free and reduced lunch puts them all together and there will be a common denominator.  Everyone is seeing a big influx of needy students to the district.

Perhaps we can say only give 15 students from this school etc. 

TD BANK offers a program called Affinity Program helps donate money to schools

DR: CAMPBELL:

Executive Meeting last week:

Class Rank:  Still in committee stages

Heating conditions:  previously turned heat by date now it is by temperature

Reflection:  Our winners will be recognized by BOE we will work w Susan Bastnagel for a date.

Homework over holidays:  Not suppose to happen; but if it does please discuss w/ teachers and if needed please go to principal.  Both High School principals sent out a letter to the teachers asking them to adhere to no homework over holiday breaks. 

Outstanding Insurance claims: Nothing unusual

Gambling Issue: Make sure you have a certificate of permission from Cherry Hill Township.

A Total Approach is still owed $12,000 and they are looking for payment.   In the last 2 weeks there have been a lot of payments made.   Please let John Moody or Dr. Franklin know about this specific company since it is still appears unresolved.
There was a Car Accident over weekend, modest improvement in student since last night.  East and Malberg students were involved in the accident over the weekend.    

Improved action plan to supplement what was currently in place so this was brought to all principals to all plans could be improved and refined.

CODE OF CONDUCT must be completed as early in the spring as possible so it will be ready for the fall of 09.  Therefore, Zone, Principals, Administration, Legal dept all can review it so can be ready before school starts.

Dr. Campbell handed out a Points of Pride for 1/09.  

SUSAN BASTNAGEL:  

School Election Budget is April 21, 2009.

The bill still out in legislature so for now count on the elections to take place.

March 2 is deadline to sign up to be a BOE Candidate; if interested packets from Jim Devaroux.

All dates for 8th Grade course of selection; High School Open houses etc are on the web site.

Reflections recognition will be in February.

CAMDEN COUNTY REPORTS: 


Founders Day dinner at Tavistock in 2/26/09; please plan to attend $30.

Spring Council dinner is April 30, 2009 but no location yet.

Time for volunteers for Nominating Committees:

5 Members for Nominating Committee Executive Board

 1. Nancy  Muldowney

 2. Lisa Saidel

 3. Gretchen Cusick

 4. Linda King

 5. Elise An

 6. Michelle Bowers (alternate)

3 Members for Committee Chairs these will be voted on individually not a slate will be formed in February to reduce confusion.

Committee Chair Reports:
Bylaws only East needs to be updated.

Legislation day $250 registration fee deadline is 1/31/09.  It is in March 09 in DC.

Fair Funding, School Nutrition, No Child Left Behind etc.

Lynette Howard Congratulated Sherrie Cohen on her set up of the Reflections Winners Artwork at the Markeim Art Center and all of her work for the Reflections Program. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Tag Program Grant requested by Cherry Hill Education Foundation. TAG Coordinator (Dave Helgeson) wanted to add a project by TAG called Days of Nights.  This is a distance learning project for 5th grade TAG students to work with the Philadelphia Museum of Art.  CHEF wanted all Elementary Schools to donate $100 to support this GRANT.   

Gayle Sardone made a motion that we take a vote for the elementary schools to donate $100 towards this TAG Days & Nights Grant it would be given directly from PTA’s to TAG.  Each person will have approximately 1 minute to make there point of view known.  This is a one time donation.

Trish Maraski seconded the motion. 

There was a discussion.  

Susan Manser called for a vote: - All in favor of supporting the above Motion:  zero





      All in favor of not supporting:   Unanimous.

List of guidelines on next months agenda for what Presidents can say to CHEF and other non-profits coming to the table.  Lynette will put together a committee to come up with a partial list of guidelines and perhaps a form to be filled out.

POLICE OFFICERS - Safe School Presentation - www.AD23.com/schoolpolice
Susan Manser did a summary of the officer’s presentation.  Discussion was around the room.   

Gayle Sardone made a motion to support the Cherry Hill Campus Police Officers carrying firearms.  Carol Matlack seconded the motion.   

Vote was taken:  19 yeses and 1 abstention. .

Susan Manser made a motion to take a vote on supporting and bringing to BOE the police carrying firearms.  Gayle Sardone seconded the motion.

Due to current events and concerns expressed at the Zone PTA table we are in support of our campus police carrying firearms.  Therefore, we request the Board of Education allow our campus police to carry the firearms for which they have been trained. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

The Zone Chair and a committee will put our motion in a letter to the President of the Board of Education.

Committee is Lynette Howard, Susan Manser & Lisa Saidel.  

There is a Book Fair issue at 1 of our elementary school.  Only the students that are very upset and can not afford a book will receive a book from the PTA.  Scholastic has a fund to help these students.

Meeting adjourned at 12:22PM.
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